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Two Judges Step Down From New York 
COVID Vaccine Mandates Lawsuit Over 
Financial Conflicts of Interest, Third Judge 
Will Stay 


A judge assigned to hear two consolidated lawsuits challenging COVID-19 vaccine mandates in 
New York City today said she would not step down from the case as requested by the plaintiffs. 

Two other judges did recuse themselves this week after financial disclosures revealed they had 

investments in Pfizer and other vaccine makers. 


By Children's Health Defense Team 


Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 


A judge assigned to hear two consolidated lawsuits challenging COVID-19 vaccine mandates in 
New York City today said she would not step down from the case as requested by the plaintiffs. 


Judge Naomi Reice Buchwald denied the plaintiffs’ motion to disqualify her from the case. 
Plaintiffs filed the motion Tuesday after financial disclosures revealed the judge owned $250,000 
in Pfizer stock and $100,000 in Johnson & Johnson. 


In her denial, Judge Buchwald said the plaintiffs’ motion was based on “outdated information.” 


Although plaintiffs do not have access to current financial disclosures, Sujata Gibson, attorney 
for the plaintiffs, told The Defender said she is “hopeful” Judge Buchwald’s ruling means that any 
financial interest in the case “has been resolved and that any future potential conflicts by any 
presiding judges on the case are promptly disclosed going forward.” 


Federal law prohibits federal judges from taking part in a case in which they have any financial 
interest, “no matter how small,” Gibson said. 


Judge Buchwald’s decision came after two other judges assigned to the case, who also were 
asked by plaintiffs to disqualify themselves because of financial conflicts of interest, earlier this 
week recused themselves. 


Judge Valerie E. Caproni, whose most recent financial disclosures revealed ownership of 
between $50,000 and $100,000 of Pfizer stock, was the first to recuse herself after plaintiffs on 
June 9 filed a joint motion seeking to disqualify her. 


After the court appointed Judge Edgardo Ramos to replace Judge Caproni, the plaintiffs on June 
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13 filed a joint motion to disqualify him, also citing financial investments in COVID-19 vaccine 
manufacturers. 


Judge Ramos recused himself Tuesday and was replaced by Judge Buchwald. 


Sujata Gibson told The Defender she was shocked to find all four judges assigned to the case so 
far in the Southern District disclosed ownership of stocks in COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers in 
their most recent publicly available financial disclosures. 


Judicial financial conflicts of interests are under increasing scrutiny in response to a Wall Street 
Journal investigation that found 152 federal judges around the nation violated U.S. law and 
judicial ethics by overseeing 1,076 court cases involving companies in which they or their family 
owned stock. 


Plaintiffs were able to access the financial disclosures of the three conflicted judges after 
President Biden on May 13 signed the bipartisan Courthouse Ethics and Transparency Act, 
creating stricter reporting requirements for federal judges. 


Proposed legislation would make it unlawful for federal judges to own individual stocks at all. 


“Thousands of beloved teachers and educators have been suspended and terminated in 
violation of their sincerely held religious beliefs,” said Barry Black, co-counsel for plaintiffs. “It is 
crucial that no financial conflict compromise the decision-making process.” 


Kane v. de Blasio plaintiffs are represented by Sujata S. Gibson of the Gibson Law Firm PLLC, 
Mary Holland of Children’s Health Defense, and Michael Sussman of Sussman & Watkins. 


Keil v. City of New York plaintiffs are represented by Jonathan R. Nelson, Barry Black and Sarah E. 
Child of Nelson Madden Black LLP. 


Defendants, including the city of New York, are jointly represented in both cases by Lora 
Minicucci of the New York City Law Department. 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Children's Health Defense Team 


Sign up for free news and updates from Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and the Children’s Health 
Defense. CHD is planning many strategies, including legal, in an effort to defend the health of 
our children and obtain justice for those already injured. Your support is essential to CHD’s 
successful mission. 
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Beatrice -° 1 


| had no idea that a judge could even participate in any capacity if there was any type of conflict of 
interest. After all the grilling questions | went through ( to prove lack of conflict) just to serve on a 
jury, | find this hard to believe. Thank goodness this conflict of interest was discovered but it 
sickens me that 4 federal judges didn't have the integrity to recuse themselves on their own 
volition. At the very least, they should be disbarred immediately and permanently. | can't imagine 
any defense worthy of consideration. They are either incompetent and unfit to serve as judge or 
they are corrupt. BAM!!! this court is adjourned. 

19 ~ | v © Reply ° Share> 


DistantViews 
Good point...| agree. 
1“ | v » Reply + Share > 


Cat's Meow - 
| seriously doubt these "jurists" were jabbed. There was never any mandate for federal judges. 
8 ^ | y + Reply ° Share> 


Kim from Brooklyn 


If | were in charge for a brief moment, | would test the blood of certain individuals for the 
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spike protein that is causing death and injury to millions as we speak, and get their medical 
record for the jab. If they are not able to produce this then they need to be in jail. And when 
| say "they" | mean all those invested in ruining our economy, heath of all of us, education 
for our future generations, an ability to thrive and sustain a good life for our children and 
their children. 


It sure does seem like they are trying to squash that theory. 
1“ | {v » Reply • Share > 


Paul Buccigrossi ° 
The courts are as corrupt as Congress. 
7“ | ~ + Reply ° Share > 


Stephen Simac -° 


Many of the "experts" who approve vaccines for FDA authorization have financial or social ties 
with the companies that make them, but they are given passes on conflict of interest rules or 
allowed to weigh in on discussions without voting. 

3^ | {v + Reply ° Share> 


Kim from Brooklyn ° 


| am not sure if | feel a level of comfort knowing these courageous and committed attorneys are on 
our side OR if | feel sick that this crap has gone on for so long and the level of corruptness is just 
mindboggling. 


Which cause does one invest in? We need to feel we make a difference and overwhelming us is a 
sure way to keep many on their backs struggling because there is just so much going on. 


As Ghostling says, who can we believe ? It's one thing to put something on the internet for media 
popularity, it is another to offer something that is 90 percent researched fact and in science, there 
is always room for debate. Without differences of opinion, we would have never made it this far. 


The level of anxiety varies between each individual. We must remember, there are a lot of people 
out there that lack emotional intelligence, believe me, it may be 4/1, not in favor of the good. 
Choose your battle and give it your all. Thats all we can do but we MUST DO SOMETHING. 


2^ | v » Reply - Share > 


Xmen442002 = 1! 
152 judges that we know of violated law. 


We can't fix this problem. 


We have to replace the entire government at the Federal Level with Abolishment. 
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The corruption is too deep and vast and reaches into the private sector. 
2“ | {v * Reply - Share > 


Del Carry ° 


This has been such an uphill battle when the majority of the population is going along with the 
mainstream narrative including the justice system. Corruption at its best! The majority is not 
always correct. People are so convinced that they are right that they don’t question anything. 
Hypnotized? 

1“ | vy * Reply ° Share> 


ALEX -° go 
Bourla.CEO of PFIZER is vaxxed?? 
^ | {v + Reply • Share > 


TheGhostling - 


presumably the lawyer that is part of the team prosecuting to stop the mandates,, namely Michael 
Sussman of Sussman & Watkins.... is not the Sussman that was on trial for lying to the FBI in order 
to pander the Clinton campaign attempted smear of DJT over russia-russia-russia. 


eh? clarification please, as the news coverage of the trial NEVER mentions the lawfirm of THAT 
Sussman...... . ttyl 
^ | ¥ + Reply - Share > 
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